                          LAKE MADRONE BARK (JULY/AUGUST ’08)

Labor Day Activities; Saturday, August 30th Potluck Dinner, Dessert and Dance.


5:30-6:30 Social Hour
6:30-8:00pm Potluck dinner.  Please bring your own drinks, plates and
        silverware.  Please be sure to bring enough food to serve the number of people in your party.  Bring any type of food you like.  We always seem to have enough 

and we’ve got some very good cooks at the Lake!




8:00-11:00pm DANCE with DJ Jim Mangus.

4th of July weekend update:  Thanks to the Casillas Clan for providing and running the 

Children’s’ Games and for spearheading the delicious breakfast! Also thanks to the serving crew who are a dedicated bunch we’re lucky enough to see each year. Thanks to Jim and Lynn Jackson for supervising a new group of volunteers.  We wish the Jacksons hearty congratulations on their duel retirements and bon voyage on their fall cruise to Greece with the Dahl’s.  We’ll miss them at our Labor Day festivities!  Again, we would like to give a standing ovation to Lynn and Jim for their countless hours of food purchase, preparation, presentation, and cleanup for many years. 


Thanks to Earl and Jeff Souza for coordinating the Horseshoe Tournament.


Volunteers are always welcome at the cookouts: Just walk up to a crew 

member and ask for something to do!

DOGS: DO NOT BRING PETS TO THE COMMUNITY MEALS for the safety of small busy children and to minimize the risk of tripping over leashes.   

BITS FROM THE BOARD;
· Sediment Removal: The Board is proceeding with plans for a larger cleanout of the heart of the lake next summer.  Our inability to lower the lake and clean it out this summer has been a blessing in disguise with the extreme fire conditions and recent very close wildfires.  Helicopters drafted water three times on one day for use in battling the Feather falls fire.  

· Fall cleanout of the inlets is planned but the dates of lowering the water will depend on fire conditions.  The Lake will have water through Labor Day weekend.

· Fire Safety:  The pre-July 4th lightening complex of fires north, northeast, and east of Lake Madrone made us all nervous but we had a good turnout of folks to celebrate the holiday weekend.  Then, on July 8th cinders from the nearby Feather Falls fire were blown down into Berry Creek in the canyon near Bean Creek:  Much too close for comfort and resulting in evacuation of the east side of Berry Creek for almost a week.  Smoke was initially heavy at times but more recently is moderate to mild in the mornings and clears quite a bit in the afternoon. The fires are contained.  The larger fires north and northeast in the Millsap Bar area are also contained but may burn for much longer as they are in deep canyons with very difficult access.
· You are encouraged to come to the Lake but be aware that this is an unusually high fire danger season.  Use extreme caution working around your residence and be sure to leave any flammable items such as fabrics/wicker/brooms/doormats inside when you leave.  
· Water Weeds:  A treatment for curly-leaf pondweed was applied mid June.  Treatments are nontoxic to people, fish, and animals.  Our professional aquatic weed management team headed by Jeff Armstrong regularly monitors the weeds and collaborates with the Board as to treatment options.  Our sincere thanks to the Board, Mr. Armstrong and the Weed Committee for their diligence in controlling the weeds.  We feel that we have had a lake to swim in this summer and hope the success lasts through August. 

· Swimmer’s Itch:  This annoying rash results from a small fluke that remains on the skin of some individuals after swimming in areas where wild waterfowl, aquatic weeds, a small snail, and water temperatures coexist.  These conditions are usually seasonal, in the spring and usually not seen annually.  Well, this is the second summer for Lake Madrone to experience this, and it is persisting longer into the summer than usual.  Because of the fires and decreased numbers of swimmers we aren’t seeing as many cases, but we are continuing to see cases appear.  Remember to towel off after swimming.  Waiting to rinse off at your cabin is not sufficient.  There are facilities at each beach for you to rinse off if desired, and even then, be sure to towel off.  If the rash occurs use topical benadryl and/or hydrocortisone cream.  With extreme cases of itching oral benadryl is very helpful in providing relief, especially during the night.  The rash lasts approximately one week and will resolve on its own.

· Meat Bees:  The bees are usually present in August and September.  Although July has been a mild month for these pests, be sure to bring your epi-pen this holiday weekend if you are allergic to bee stings.
Next Board Meeting:  Saturday, August 23rd, 9:30am. Ski Beach.

 Website Contact person is Mark Singleton: lakemadr@lakemadrone.com
Lake Madrone Bark Author:  Kathy Burlington-Nay: tokabn@aol.com or phone (530) 891-1574.
